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The doctrine of Tracers v. Holley (pp. 397-400, 6.52-3).
The  fact,  formerly  denied,   that  a   decree  of judicial
separation affects the status of the parties, has involved a
fuller account of this topic (pp. 408—14).
Owing to the acceptance by English law of the doctrine
of the putative marriage, the chapter on legitimacy and
legitimation has been rewritten (pp. 415—39).
The subject of adoption is now treated separately and
with more emphasis upon a criticism of the few relevant
decisions (pp. 439—46).
Four statutes, having a direct or indirect bearing upon the
subject of this book, have been passed since the last edition—
the Mental Health Act, 1959; the Legitimacy Act, 1959; the
Marriage (Enabling) Act, 1960; and the Charities Act, 1960.
A certain obscurity in the Legitimacy Act has proved a little
troublesome, but the Mental Health Act, which abolishes
much of the old law, has caused me no anxiety, for no less a
person than the Master of the Court of Protection himself,
Mr. Raymond Jennings, Q.C., has provided me with an ac-
count of such of the statutory alterations as affect private inter-
national law. Help of this inestimable value is what every
distracted author longs for, and I am sincerely grateful to my
distinguished friend for having ensured that on this occasion
the longing has proved to be more than a beautiful dream.
My burdens have been further lightened by the expert help
given to me by Mr. P. B. Carter, B.C.L., of Wadham College,
Oxford, who unhesitatingly accepted my somewhat extrava-
gant request that he should read the amended manuscript
before it reached the printer. In the course of this tedious and
exacting task he has revealed and corrected many deficiencies
and on more than one occasion, as for example, in the case of
capacity to acquire a domicil, has convinced me that I had
completely missed the j>oint. To give thanks to him is no doubt
good, but yet a wholly inadequate return for what he has done.
^ I express my gratitude for the encouragement and assistance
given to me by the publishing and printing staffs of the
Clarendon Press.
My endeavour has been to state the law as it was on i Janu-
ary 1961.
G. C. C.
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